





che Gospel Messenger, 


“It was needful to write unto you, and exhort you, that ye should earnestly contend for the faith which 
was once delivered unto the saints.” Jude 3. 


“I will take no man’s liberty of judging from bim; neither shall any man take mine from me.” 
Chillingworth. 
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FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 
ON THE ARTICLES OF RELIGION. 
(Continued from page 12.) 


Anticirs oF Rewicion, as established by the Bishops, the Clergy and Laity of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church in the United States of America, in Convention, on the 
12th day of September, in the year of our Lord 1801. 


Arr. XVI. Of Sin after Baptism. 


Nor every deadly sin, willingly committed after Baptism, is sin against the 
Holy Ghost, and unpardonable. Wherefore the grant of repentance is not 
to be denied to such as fall into sin after Baptism. After we have received 
the Holy Ghost, we may depart from grace given, and fall into sin,y and by 
the grace of God (we may) arise again, and amend our lives.k And there- 
fore they are to be condemned, which say, they can no more sin as long as 
they live here, or deny the place of forgiveness to such as truly repent./ 

i Matt. xii. 31,32. Mark iii. 28, 29. Luke xii. 10. 2 Cor. ii. 6, 7,8. 1 John i. 
9; “sae “prsae xvi. 16,17; xxvi. 35. 60-75. 1 Cor. x. 12.——k Matt. xxvi. 75. 

wal. Vi. i. 


Arr. XVII. Of Predestination and Election. 


Predestination to life is the everlasting purpose of Godym whereby (before 
the foundations of the world were laid) he hath constantly decreed, by his 
counsel, secret to us, to deliver from curse and damnation, those whom he 
hath chosen in Christ out of mankind, and to bring them by Christ to ever- 
lasting salvation, as vessels made to honour.n Wherefore they, which be en- 
dued with so excellent a benefit of God, be called according to God’s purpose 
by his Spirit working in due season,o they through grace obey the calling:p 
they be seg freely:g they be made Sons of od by adoption:r they be 
made like the image of his only begotten Son Jesus Christ:s they walk reli- 








_ m Matt. xxv. 34. 2 Tim.i.9,10. 1 Pet.1,2. See Rom. viii. 24. 28,29. 1 Cor. 
1.18. Eph. ii. 8. Tit. iii. 5. 1 Pet. 3.21. Ezek. xviii. 26—29, 31,32. 2 Chron. 
xv.2. Matt. vii. 7,8; ix.13. Luke xi. 13; xv. 7. John iii. 16. Acts ii. 38.——n Deut. 
xxix.29. Acts ix. 15. Rom. viii. 29; ix.21. 23. Eph. i.4,5. Gal. iii. 13. 2 Thess. 
i. 13. 1 Pet. ii. 9. See 1 Cor.ix. 27. Col. iii. 12. Jamesiv. 8. 2 Pet. i. 10. Rom. 
v. 18.——o Rom. viii. 30, Eph.i. 7.18. See Acts vii. 51. Eph. iv. 30. 1 Thess..v. 
19.——p Ps.cx.&% Acts xiii. 48. Rom. vi. 17,18. q Row. iii. 24. r Gal. iv. 5, 
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groasly | in good works,t and at length by God’s mercy they attain to ever- 
ting felicity.v 

As the godly consideration of Predestination, and our Election in Christ 
is full of sweet, pleasant, and unspeakable comfort to godly persons, and 
such as feel in themselves the working of the Spirit of Christ, mortifying 
the works of the flesh, and their earthly members, and drawing up their 
mind to high and heavenly things,« as well because it doth greatly establish 
and confirm their faith of eternal salvation, to be enjoyed through Christ,y 
as because it doth fervently kindle their love towards God:z so, for curious 
and carnal persons,a lacking the Spirit of Christ, to have continually before 
their eyes the Sentence of God’s Predestination, is a most dangerous down- 
falls whereby the Devil doth thrust them either into desperation, or into 
wretchlessness* of most unclean living, no less perilous than desperation.c. 

Furthermore, we must receive God’s Promises in such wise as they be ge- 
nerally set forth to us in Holy Scripture:d And in our doings, that will ot 
God is to be followed, which we have expressly declared unto us in the word 
of God.e 


6,7. John, i. 12—-s Rom. viii. 29. 1 Cor. xv. 49. Col. iii. 10.——¢ Eph. ii. 10 
James i ii. 17, 18. 20; iii, 13. v Eph, i. 11. 1 Pet.i. 3, 4, 5. 1 Cor. x. 13—u Rom 
an 3 Pet. i. 8. w Rom. viii. 13. Gal. v.24. Col. iii. 5. x Phil. iii. 20. Col 
ini, 1, 2. y Rom. viii. 33, 34, 35. 38, 3¥. 2 Tim. i. 12. z 1 John iv. 19. 
a Col. ii, 18.——6 Jude 19. Rom. viii. 9——c 2 Pet. iii. 16, 17 ——d Deut. xxix. 29. 
Isa. lv. 7. Matt. xi. 28. Joho iii. 16. 1 John ii. 2. Rev. xxii. 17. e Mic. vi. 8 
John iii. 16—22» Rom. x.8—14. 1 John iii. 23,24. See Art. XXXI. 


* Carelessness. 


Agr. XVIIL. Of obtaining Eternal Salvation only by the name of Christ. 


They also are to be had accursed, that presume to say, that every man 
shall be saved by the Law or Sect which he professeth, so that he be diligent 
to frame his life according to that Law, and the Light of Nature.f For holy 
Scripture doth set out unto us only the name of Jesus Christ, whereby men 
must be saved.g 


f Rom. ii. 12.—g-Mark viii. 38; xvi.16. John xiv. 6. Acts. iv. 10,11,12, 1 
John v. 11,12. Rom. x. 9, 10. 


Arr. XIX. Of the Church. 


The visible Church of Christ is a Congregation of faithful men,h in the 
which the pure Word of God is preached,’ and the Sacraments be duly min- 
istered according to Christ’s Ordinance, in all those things that of necessity 
are requisite to the same.k 

As the Church of Hierusalem, Alexandria, and Antioch have erred; so 
also the Church of Rome hath erred, not only in their living and manner of 
Ceremonies, but also in matters of F aith. 

kh 1Cor.i.2. Coli. 2. Acts xv. 41. Rev. i, 4——i Rom. x. 17.——& Acts ii. 42; 


viii. 12. 1 Cor. xi. 26. 2 Chron. xxvi. 18. Markiii.14. Lukex.1. Acts i. 22. 
Heb. v. 4. See Rev. i. 10, to end of Ch. xi. 


Art XX. Of the Authority of the Church. 


The Church hath power to decree Rites or Ceremonies,/ and Authority in 
Controversies of Faith:m And yet it is not lawful for the Church to ordain 


11 Cor. x. 31; xiv. 26.40. = Tit. i. 5.——m Acts xv. 6.22.25 1 Tim.i.3. Tit 
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any thing that is contrary to God’s Word written; neither may it so ¢xpound 
one place of Scripture, that ite repugnant to another.n Wherefore, al- 
though the Church be a Witness and a Keeper of Holy Writ, yet as it ought 
not to decree any thing against the same, so besides the same ought it not to 
enforce any thing to be believed for necessity of salvation.o 

wi. 10. Jude 3.—n Matt. xxviii. 20. Rom. xii. 6—o Deut. xii. 32. Acts iv. 19» 
Rom. iii. 2. Gal. i. 8. 


Arr. XXI. Of the Authority of General Councils. 


The 21st of the former articles is omitted, because it is partly of a local and 
civil nature, and is provided for, as to the remaining parts of it, in other arti- 


cles. 
Arr. XXII. Of Purgatory. 


The Romish doctrine concerning Purgatory,p Pardons,g Worshipping and 
Adoration, as well of Images as of Reliques,r and also Invocation of Saints, 
is a fond thing vainly invented, and grounded upon no warranty of Scrip- 
ture,s but rather repugnant to the word of God.t 

p Luke xxiii. 43. Rom. viii. 1. Heb. x. 14. 1 Johni.7. Rev. xiv, 15.——q Ps 
xlix. 7. Dan. ix.9. 1 John, i. 7. 9. r Ex. xx. 3, 4,5. Deut. xvi. 22. 2 Kings 
xviii. 4. Acts xvii. 16.29. Rom. i 23. 1 Thess. i. 9 ¢Ps.ixv.2. Acts x. 25, 


26; xiv. 13,14, 15. 1 Tim. ii. 5. Heb. vii. 25. Rev. xix. 10. i Matt. iv.10. Rom. 
i. 25. Eph. ii. 18. Col. ii. 8,9, 10.18. 1 Johny.21. 2 Cor. v. 6.8. Rev. xiv. 13. 


Isa. xlii. 8. 











Arr. XXIII. Of Ministering in the Congregation. 


It is not lawful for any man to take upon him the office of public Preach- 
ing, or Ministering the Sacraments in the Congregation, before he be lawfully 

led, and sent to execute the same. And those we ought to judge lawfully 
called and sent, which be chosen and called to this work by men who have 
public Authority given unto them in the Congregation, to call and send Min- 
isters imo the Lord’s Vineyard.v 


wv Ex. xxviii. 41; xxix.1.4. Lev. viii. Num. xvi. 1 Sam. xiii. 8—15. 2 Sam. vi. 
6,7. 2Chro. xxvi. 16—22. Jer. xxiii.21. Matt. xxviii. 19,20. John xx.21. Acts 
i. 26; vi. 1—7; xiv. 23; xx.28. Eph.iv. 11—15. 1 Tim. iv. 14. 2 Tim.i.6.13. 1 
Tim. i. 3; v. 1.19.22. 2 Tim. ic. 2; iii. 1. Tit. i. 5; iii. 10. Heb. v. 4; xiii. 7. 17. 


Art. XXIV. Of Speaking in the Congregation in such a Tongue as the 
People understandeth. 

It is a thing plainly repugnant to the Word of God, and the Custom of the 
Primitive Church, to have Public Prayer in the Church, or to Minister the 
Sacraments ina Tongue not understanded of the People.u 

u 1 Cor. xiv. 2—29. 33. Neh. viii. 8. 


Arr. XXV. Of the Sacraments. 


Sacraments ordaired of Christ be not only badges or tokens of Christian 
men’s Profession;w but rather they be certain sure witnesses, and effectual 
signs of grace, and God’s good will tcwards us, by the which he doth work 
invisibly in us, and doth not only quicken, but also strengthen and confirm 
our faith in him.x 7 


w Acts. ii, 41,42. 1 Cor. xi. 26. Gal. iii, 29-——z 3 Cor. x. 16. 1 Pet. iii. 21 
Tit. iii. 5. 


om 46 
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Theré are two Sacraments ordained of Christ our Lord in the Gospel, tha: 
is to say, Baptism,y and the Supper of the Lord.z 

Those five commonly called Sacraments, that is to say, Confirmation, Pe- 
nance, Orders, Matrimony, and extreme Unction, are not to be counted for 
Sacraments of the Gospel, being such as have grown, partly of the corrupt 
following of the Apostles, — states of life allowed by the Scriptures, 
but yet have not like nature of Sacraments with Baptism and the Lord’s Sup- 
per, for that they have not any visible Sign or Ceremony ordained of God. 

The Sacraments were not ordained of Christ to be gazed upon, or to be 
carried about, but that we should duly use them.a And in such only as wor- 
thily receive the same, they have a wholesome effect or operation:6 but they 
that receive them unworthily, purchase to themselves damnation,* as St. 
Paul saith.c 


y Matt. xxviii. 19,20. Mark xvi. 16. John iii. 3. 5. 22. 26; iv. 1. Acts ii, 38.—- 
¢ Matt. xxvi. 26—31. Mark xiv. 22—27. Luke xxii. 19,20, 1 Cor. xi. 23,24, 25 
——a 1 Cor. xi, 27, 28.——6 John iv. 24.——« 1 Cor. xi. 29. 
* Condemnation. See Art. XXIX. | 
(To be continued.) 


Em 


FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 


A BRIEF MEMOIR OF THE LATE REV. CHARLES BLAIR SNOWDEN. 


He was born in Charleston, in November 1785, and was educated at “the 
Associated Academy” in that city, and at Yale College, where he graduated 
in 1804. But his intellectual character was chiefly formed by his own dis- 
cipline. His mind was capable of profound investigation. His judgment 
was accurate and yet prompt. His thoughts were often marked by that ori- 
ginality which constitutes the prerogative of genius. He habitually relied on 
the resources of his own mind, with seldom a reference to the reasonings of 
others. He valued books for the facts which they contain; but thought that 
the too great use of them was unfavourable to intellectual improvement, as it 
accustomed men to lean on authority rather than on reflection. The follow- 
ing brief quotation from one of his Sermons, which was published, will pro- 
bably be considered no unfavourable specimen of his mental power: “I ap- 
prehend, if we make the beautiful consist in the good, and the sublime in the 
great, we shall not err greatly from the truth. Height has of late been inge- 
niously suggested to be the true source of the sublime; but we cannot sub- 
scribe to the doctrine, when it is obvious, at the first view, that height is not 
always sublime—it is not till it becomes great, either really or apparently. 
Indeed, if we make greatness the measuring line, we shall find every thing to 
which it can be applied sublime. It is not the height of the ocean, or the 
hero, but the greatness of both, the one physical, and the other moral, that 
fills us with awe and reverence; and when we speak of the height of a moun- 
tain, or the skies, we mean the peculiar, the grand height of them. The 
view of great objects surcharges the*mind—a continually increasing idea 
swells it beyond its ordinary magnitude—and the wondering emotion there- 
by excited, is exactly what we call the sublime. 

“The mind finds itself limited in comparison with what it beholds—hence 
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the Latin word sublimis (sub limitibus) expresses exactly the effect on the 
mind, while the producing cause in the object is better called grandeur. Di- 
minutive objects excite an emotion opposite to that of the sublime, which, for 
want of a better term, we may call the contemptible. If diminutive objects 
ever excite any other emotion, it is because they possess some quality distinct 
from littleness. An excessively diminutive object, may possibly excite an 
emotion similar to the sublime, as when we think of an infinitesimal part of a 
body; but this manifestly arises from the greatness of its diminution. If we 
strike the medium between the two extremes, we have the original of the 
beautiful. Whatever is just comprehensible by the mind, that which satis- 
fies, that which is considerable enough to attract regard, in short, whatever 
we call the good, is the beautiful.” 

In early life he wrote poetry; and if his imagination had been cultivated, 
as diligently as was his understanding, there is no doubt he would have suc- 
ceeded in this art. His figures were always striking, and sometimes emi- 
nently beautiful. For example: “Of the magnitudes of the heavenly bodies, 
we are at a loss to find terms to speak—to some of them the earth may be 
as an atom; or, to use more moderate language, a feather floating by the side 
of a mountain, would be something of more consideration than this globe, with 
all its stately eminences, by the side of some of those giants, who walk abroad 
in regions of unlimited space. And the axis of the earth, in measuring the 
distances of the heavenly bodies, would be of the same significance with a 
straw, in sounding the depth of the ocean, or reaching the height of the at- 
mosphere. If the idea of these things be too vast—if our little minds labour 
with the great thought, let us desist from the contemplation. The flowings 
of the spangled robe of the heavens are too dazzling and extended for our 
view; let us fix our attention on the zone, which, like “charity, the bond of 

rfectness,” holding the virtues together, encircles and binds this richedra- 
pery of Jehovah. There is an object of which the sun may well be jealous, 
which yet we never behold till his glory is past,'which refuses any competition 
with this proud rival, and with the true delicacy of greatness, stands at a dis- 
tance veiling its splendour, when he is gone, lest it should seem to exult in his 
declension—it is the galaxy. There is in this “an exceeding weight of glory,” 
and the poet doubtless simply records a matter of fact, when he speaks of this 
bond of the heavens, as “powdered with stars.” Precious emblem of vir- 
tue, of worth inestimable, and surpassing in glory, yet refusing to dazzle. I 
will contemplate thee, and while with gratitude I acknowledge “that day 
unto day uttereth speech,” I will most intimately rejoice, “that night unto 
night” thus silently “showeth knowledge.” And thou who sleepest not, 
nor slumberest, with whom “the darkness is no darkness, but day and night 
are both alike;” whose eyes are ever upon the righteous, and who accom- 
modatest thy glorious excellencies to human perceptions, so as to be the chief 
object of the good man’s thoughts; while “the heavens show the glory of thy 
kingdom, and talk of thy power,” to the end, “that thy power, thy glory and 
mightiness of thy kingdom, might be known unto men,” may [, in this gloo- 
my “vale of tears,” in this midnight darkness of human ignorance and de- 
pravity, yet see light, and remember, that when these words which thou hast 
written in the heavens shall be defaced; when “the heavens shall wax old as 
doth a garment, and as a vesture thou shalt change them, and they shall be 
changed,” then virtue (of which they are'the emblems as they are of thee,) 
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shall yet remain—that virtue which, unlike the stars, is inextinguishable, and 
whose light is imperishable as God is great e ° 

“The mountains—like Jacob’s ladder, reach into the skies, and when, like 
the Angels he saw, we pass and repass “this way and high way”—while we 
alternately behold from above all things from below, showing “scarce so gress 
as beetles,” and from below a gigantic mass stretching beyond the clouds, we 
exclaim like Jacob, “this is the gate of heaven,” and with David’s zeal, we 
ery, “lift up your heads ye gates, and be ye lift up ye everlasting doors, ‘and 
the King of Glory shall come in,”—the portals of heaven are, as it were, 
thrown open, and our eyes behold, clothed in all the grandeur of the moun- 
tains, the Great Being who is emphatically called the Most Highest. * * * 

“The sea, with its innumerable watery mountains exhibits the Glory of 
God—“his footsteps are in the mighty deep”—“the stormy wind ariseth at 
his command, and lifteth up the waves.” Ah! whoean describe the sublime 
terrors of the main? In terrible majesty does God walk abroad here, cloth- 
ed, as we may say, in the very conflict of the elements. When the ocean 
becalmed, lies like some sleeping monster, with still heaving bosom, God 
comes forth with fair weather from the regions of quietness, cloathed in still- 
ness. There is something indescribably grand in that silence which hovers 
over the ocean in a calm; it is like that of which Job was sensible when the 
Almighty passed by; and we cannot think of it without figuring to our ima- 
gination, the great Being wrapt in a mystic garment, visible almost in his very 
invisibility. 

“But when the voice of the waters, like that of many multitudes, rises on the 
ear, and the shrill winds announce that ocean sleeps no more, then with the 
hapless mariner we look with timid eye above and around, and behold all ter- 
rible majesty about us; the big storm comes rushing down like night, and 
while all is uproar, above and below, we are enveloped alternately in pro- 
found darkness, and in sheets of flaming light. “They who go down to the 
sea in ships, and occupy their business in great waters—these men see the 
works of the Lord, and his wonders in the deep, they are carried up to Heaven 
and down again to Hell.” “Whither shall I go,then, from thy presence? If I 
climb up into heaven thou art there; if I go down to hell thou art there also. 
If I take the wings of the morning and remain in the uttermost parts of the 
sea, even there also shall thy hand lead me, and thy right hand shall hold 
me.” “Great is the Lord and marvellous, there is no end of his greatness.” 

It is evident, from these passages, that he contemplated nature under the 
influence of devotion. In reading them, we are naturally reminded of some 
of his own remarks: The Christian beholds, i in every thing, the expressive 
“image of the divitie Countenance; feels (to borrow a fine idea from the best 
modern poet) the music-breathine potency of that enchanting face, and listens 
to the silver-toned voice of the Divinity, which every where, and by every 
thing, stirs u within our breasts, sentiments of pure and blissful devotion. 

flower to him, is an exhibition of the completest skill; and 
while his eye devours its beauties, and his heart is warmed into love for it, he 
finds a rae opened to his understanding, to the contemplation of that power, 
wisdéfh and goodness, which can occupy his soul, unsatiated for ever. At 
avi of the variegated perfections of him, ‘who walks abroad in the 
paths of nature, as well as grace, “without spot” and “altogether lovely,” 
the soul, unless chained by habit.to corruption, finds itself superior to the do- 
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minion of impurity, at large in the fields of hitherto untried delights; and in a 
body not yet glorified, it is true, but made sacred by the rich treasure it con- 
tains, finds a holy enthusiasm pervading it; acknowledges a present Deity; 
credits inspiration instinctively; experiences the reality of religion; and un- 
der a strong expression of divine influences, exclaims with the royal Psalm- 
ist, “I will magnify thee, O God my King, and I will praise thy name for 
ever and ever.” 

Again he thus writes: “Look for a moment to the beautiful in things, the 
type of God’s goodness. Can the shadow of that enjoyment be found in 
the artificial refinements, to which the “lovers of pleasure more than lovers 
of God,” resort, the reality of which simple nature so richly affords? Can 
those grasping Idolaters, the worshippers of Mammon, even forma concep- 
tion of the riches they abandon, in turning their backs on nature? And the 
inordinate lovers of human praise, while the bubble they adore grows frailer 
as it enlarges, can they forget that there are objects less perishable in the 

of innocence and humility, where God and Nature speak to the ear of 
conscience, that language whose music can more than stand us instead of all 
the luxury of the world, which is purer than silver thrice refined in the fire, 
and which can fill the heart with more internal delight than any human ap- 
probation.” 

Moral science was his favourite study; and indeed after manhood, there 
was no other study on which he bestowed much attention. The reasons for 
this preference are thus happily expressed by himself: “A moral agent, of 
whatever grade, is surely an interesting object; and if we can discover the 
fair in a theorem, or a piece of machinery, if man’s corporeal frame furnish 
us with matter for admiration, with what a charm must his moral constitution 
fall upon our delighted mental vision? “Let us now regard this creature for 
a moment—he is crowned with beauty;” he unites in himself the concentrat- 
ed perfections of Nature; he is “crowned with glory;” his countenance is 
turned towards heaven; his eye comprehends the vast expanse above, and its 
lustre surpasses the brilliancy of its splendid decoration; the epitome of the 
universe; he is intellectually the possessor of regions far beyond the sun or 
the remotest star; and is spiritually master of riches more valuable than the 
whole treasury of material things. So splendid an example is he of the mu- 
nificence of heaven, that should “he gain”? the universe, “and lose his own 
soul, he would not be profited.” Like God, he is only apparelled in beauty 
and glory—what he is himself there’s none can tell; like God he is unsearch- 
able—the very image of his heavenly father; and though fallen, bearing still 
a strong resemblance to him, and giving promise of a er resemblance, 
We should surely, if we would make any progress towards the understanding 
re greatness, not fail to make man, his noblest creature, our particular 

In remarking, that moral science occupied his chief attention, this term is 
used in its most general sense. 

The Holy Scriptares he justly estimated; and as a means of promoting his 
acquaintance with them, he studied with considerable diligence and effect 
both the Hebrew and Greek. He strenuously advised candidates for the sa- 
cred office, to lay the foundation of their theologicalstudies, in a good know- 
ledge of the original languages of the Bible; and regarding the General Theo- 
logical Seminary as affording good opportunities for such acquisitions, he was 
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its steady advocate and liberal patron. The Pinckney Lecture which he de- 
livered in 1815, was, by request, published; and in the opinion of those qua- 
lified to judge, was a successful effort, and honourable to the Church of whicl 
he was a Minister. In that lecture he ventured on some biblical criticism, 
which proved that he had bestowed on that department of literature, much 
more than ordinary attention; but having subsequently become dissatisfied 
with the opinions then expressed, he anxiously endeavoured to destroy the 
edition; his love of truth being paramount to every other consideration. |: 
is a just occasion of regret, that he did not commit to writing many of his 
thoughts, which are known to have been valuable. But it is believed, that 
the papers which he has left, are worthy of the attention of the friends of 
knowledge and religion; and we will not dismiss the hope, that they may be 
obtained to enrich the pages of this Miscellany. But it is time to advert more 
particularly to fhis moral and religious character. 

For those most valuable qualities, with which the endowments of the mind 
are notto be compared, he was indebted, under Divine Providence and Grace, 
to parental counsel and example. Ble ssed with a pious education, his faith, 
deeply rooted, was able to resist the storms to which the young, at that criti- 
cal period, when they are removed from the parental roof, are especially ex- 
posed. The passions of the young man, under the most favourable circum- 
stances, endanger his faith. But, when his friendly pilot is separated, when 
his associates are of that class whose religious education has been neglected, 
and such are many of our collegians, when every circumstance in his situation 
reminds him, that now he is to judge for himself, and to beware of prejudice; 
and, above all, if he should be ambitious of being considered an original and 
independent thinker, his faith is in imminent peril; and if it escape ship- 
wreck, it has most probably been guarded by the prayers of the youth him- 
self, and of his Christian parents and friends, invoking in his behalf the direc- 
tion and protection and assistance of the Holy Spirit of God. The effect of 
these temptations, in the present instance, was not as unhappy as might have 
been feared. He was led to a profound investigation of the most important 
of subjects, and if his faith for a time shivered in the blast, it soon recovered 
its erect position, struck its roots deeply, and it is believed was never after 
for a moment, ur in the least degree, affected by any assault. “Ah! how 
precious is faith, (these are his own words) which can remove from the eyes 
of the heart all that is dark; and in the things of time and sense, can give 
here, in substance, an earnest of the heaven we hope for, a proof that there 
are joys which are stich, though not seen.” “That faith, which if it be folly, 
possesseth yet the whole treasury of wisdom, and can open upon your eyes 
the precious riches of salvation.” The violence of his disease did not perppit 
him t6 converse with his friends; but they have good reason to hope, that “he 
died in the Lord,” and that his sins and imperfections, of which no one could 
have been more sensible than himself, have been pardoned in virtue of a sin- 
cere confidence in the merits and the mercies of that Lord, who is the only 
hope of guilty and frail mortals. As expressing his sentiments in relation to 
our blessed Lord and his Church, the following will be read with interest: 
“The Church has been assailed by persecution from without, and has suffered 
from interaal corruption; but it stands a colossal edifice, built by other than 
human hands, on a stone, which, though rejected by men, was known by 
omniscience to be strong, and while the fate of Babel reminds us of human 
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littleness, the strong tower of the Lord shadows forth his greatness. This 
mountainous edifice, on whose “high ways” we behold pilgrims without 
number ascending to rest, and whose top is capped with heaven, where 
bright clouds of Saints innumerable, and Jesus, the author of the new cove- 
nant, clothed in light, appears to our faith anointed eyes, is indeed sublime; 
and we exclaim at this great sight, “how awful is this place, this is none 
other than the house of God: this is the gate of Heaven:” how grand the 
spectacle, and how great the architect and proprietor of so unexampled a 
building?” 

He ids by constitution, disinclined to society. From school, differing 
from most boys, he immediately returned home, unless he induiged in a walk 
with a single friend. In boyhood, and in manhood, he associated with few 
persons, seldom more thangne ata time. This disinclination to general so- 
ciety, was undoubtedly too much indulged, as it prevented his moving in that 
sphere of usefulness, for which he was qualified by his talents and acquire- 
ments. It had another unhappy effect. It rendered him peculiarly suscep- 
tible of suffering, from the malice, the selfishness, and even the mere care- 
lessness of his fellow men. Uncourteousness in word or action, which few 
other persons would have cared for, or perhaps noticed, too often disturbs 
the tranquillity of persons constituted like him, especially if they have led the 
life of a recluse. Much intercourse with mankind, certainly renders one cal- 
lous to those rubs which must inevitably be encountered, and which usually 
affect very painfully the young, on their first entrance into the busy jostling 
scenes of life, but which, in time, scarcely occupy a moment’s attention, if 
they be not wholly unnoticed. In this particular, it might be said, that our 
friend had, through life, the keen sensibility of youth. Perhaps, too, having 
studied human nature rather in the closet than by inspection, he misunder- 
stood it, and sometimes attributed to ill will, the conduct which really was the 
result of carelessness, or it may be of an inordinate self-love. But it is not 
necessary to specify his errors; and much more would we avoid any appear- 
ance of palliating them. They are known to all who knew him; for no man 
was more averse to even the shadow of concealment. Indeed, as it has been 
remarked, his anxiety to avoid all disguise, sometimes led him to act in a way 
eet would lead strangers to entertain disadvantageous opinions respecting 

im. 

May all persons similarly constituted, or placed in similar cireumstances, 
derive from this part of our subject, and this is our motive for adverting to it, 
a useful warning and admonition. 

_ However unfavourable his views of human nature might have been, they 
did pot, in the least, chill his sympathy with the sorrowful, or suspend the 
flow of his beneficence. In endeavours for the relief of the distressed, no 
man was more prompt and generous, whether they required his. money, his 
time, or his personal services. His retired taste and habits led him to value 
more than most mén, the society which his own home afforded. And in 
proportion as the cirele of friendship was narrowed, its warmth was increas- 

He was a sincere, constan@and ardent friend. The writer of this may 
be permitted to speak decisively on this point, for he“enjoyed his friendship 
through the successive stages of boyhood, youth and manhood. 

He was remarkablé for the strictest integrity. He would not have depart- 
ed from the path of rectitude which he had marked out for himself, not one 
jot, if all that he valued most, and even life itself, would have been the conse- 


GOS. MES.—voL. 11. 6 






















































42 On the Ministry as a Divine Institution. [Feb. 


quence of his inflexibility. He might have erred in some of his opinions of 
right and wrong; but whatever they were, nothing could induce him to devi- 
ate from the conduct which they exacted of him. It this respect he had few 
equals. Some men are distinguished b ny boldness in pursuing a purpose, and 
others by fortitude under calamity. He was an illustrious example of both 
these qualities, not often united in the same person. He possessed, in an 
eminent degree, those characteristics of the noble army of Martyrs, intrepi- 
dity of soul, and the capacity of enduring any privation and suffering to which 
his principles might expose him. 

Let us learn from this life, how much one ’s usefulness, and of course his 
happiness, depend on resisting the inclinations which interfere with the dis- 
charge of our duties; and on refusing to yield to our feelings, until we have 
so controled them, that they become e asily managed. 

Above all, let us sorted the inestimable vitae of Christian faith, as the 
ewe of consolation, under the loss of our friends. If we have reason to be- 
ieve that they had this faith, we cannot sorrow as do those whose departed 
friends have refused to receive the Saviour, who have nothing tu depend on 
for their future safety but their own imperfect righteousness, who have passed 
to the judgment, with all their sins unrepented of, and of course unpardon- 
ed. The Old and the New Testament writers speak the same thing: “O 
Lord of Hosts,” says the Psalmist; “blessed is the man that putteth his trust 
in thee;” and Our Lord, “Blessed are they who have not seen, and yet have 
believed.” For Jesus Christ’s sake, the penitent believer is pardoned and 
raised to celestial felicity, “not unto us, O Lord, not unto us, but to thy name 


be the glory.” 
—p—- 


FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 
ON THE MINISTRY AS A DIVINE INSTITUTION. 


No. XIV. ; 


CHAPTER VI. CONTINUED. 
On the Succession. 


IV. Evaristus. 


T'nts Prelate was a Grecian by birth, and succeeded St. Clemens in the 
Church of Rome, A. D. 100. He is said to have sat but ‘9 years, 3 months 
and 10 days,a and to have received the crown of martyrdom, A. D. 109; the 
ae date is not known. He wrote an excellent Apology for the Christian 

ligion; other works are ascribed to him, but are not supposed to be ee 
nuine. 


V. ALexanpenr I. 


Alexander, was the fifth Bishop of Rome from the Apostles. He was a 
Roman by birth, and succeeded ts. rm A. D..409, Platina, who wrote 
the lives of the Popes, represents this Prelate to have been the first who in- 
troduced the use of holy water.c Bede supposes him to have died a natural 
death, but it is generally supposed he was martyred, May 3, 119; having sat 
10 years 5 months, and 20 days.d Bower states that, several . cities in Italy, 


: a Euseb. |, iii, c. 34———b Ibid. |. ¥ c. 6 ———e Platin. n'y: Vit———d Euse 
iv.c. 5. 
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France, Germany, Spain, and other places, pretend to have reliques of this 
Prelate: and that if they were all put together, they would form at least twen- 
ty entire bodies.e 


VI. Sixtus L 


This Prelate was a Roman by birth, and succeeded Alexander [. A. D. 
119. He presided ten years, f and was martyred in the end of the year 128, 
in the 12th year of Adrian. Decretals are falsely ascribed to him. 


VII. TeLespnorvs. 


Telesphorus was a Grecian by birth, and is declared by Irenzeus, to be the 
7th Bishop of Rome from the Apostles. He succeeded Sixtus I. A. D. 128, 
and suffered martyrdom for the faith, in the first year of Antoninus Pius, and 
in the 11th of his Episcopacy, A. D. 139.h 


VII. Hyernus. 


Hyginus was an Athenian Philosopher; and after his conversion to Chris- 
tianity, was made Bishop of Rome, A. D. 139. Having sat about three 
years, he suffered martyrdom, A. D. 142. During the Episcopacy of Hy- 
ginus, the famous heretics Valentine and Cerdo came to Rome, and notwith- 
standing his unwearied endeavours, they spread their heterodox doctrines.é 
He was the first who ordered the consecration of Churches. Some decretals 
are ascribed to this Prelate, but they are not supposed to be genuine. 


IX. Pius 1. ) 


This Prelate was born at Aquileia. His father’s name was Ruffinus. He 
succeeded Hyginus in the See of Rome, A. D. 142; and having sat in the 
Apostolic chair 15 years, was martyred, A. D. 157, or, as some say, died in 
the 20th year of Antoninus Pius. Several writings are ascribed to this pre- 


late, but, probably, without foundation. 


X. ANICETUS. 


This Prelate was a Syrian by birth; son of John de Vicomurco, and was 
raised to the See of Rome, A. D. 157. In the beginning of his episcopacy, 
uy Quartodeciman controversy arose between the eastern and western 

urches, concerning the proper time for the observing of Easter. Smyrna 
and the rest of the eastern Churches, celebrated this festival at the time of the 
Jewish Passover, on the 14th day of the moon of the first month, while the 
wegern Church kept it on the Sunday next following the 14th day of the 
moon. Both professed to follow the practice of the Apostles, and the tradi- 
tions of the Church, Polycarp, the famous Bishop of Smyrna, and the disci- 
ple of St. John, to prevent a schism in the Church, took a journey to Rome, 
to endeavour to settle the dispute with Anicetus, the Bishop of that Diocess, 
and the Churches in the west;/ but he failed in his pious purpose, each re- 
taining his own way of thinking, and determined to follow the ancient prac- 
tice of their respective Churches.m ‘The greatest cordiality and christian 


¢ Bower's History of the Popes, I. 22. Vide Bolland. 3. Maii, p. 370, et Baillet 
vies de Saints, 3 de Mai———f Euseb. |. iii. c. 3———g Iren. |. iii. c. 3. 
h Euseb. |. iv. c. 10——i Iren. |. iii. c. 4. Philas. c. 44. Epiph. Her. 4]. c. 1 
————k Euseb. |. iv. ¢. Ll.——1 Ibid, c. 13———m Euseb. |. v. c. 23, 24. / 
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love subsisted between the two Prelates; for Anicetus, in the true spirit of 
our holy religion, and to do honour to the Bishop of Smyrna, invited him to 
consecrate the Holy Eucharist, in his own Church, and permitted the Asia- 
tics, who happened to be at Rome, to celebrate Easter according to the cus- 
tom of their own Charch;n thus affording an example of Christian charity 
and brotherly love, to the disciples of the meek and lowly Jesus. Had Ani- 
cetus known that he possessed universal spiritual authority over the Chris- 
tian Church, he would, most probably, have compelled peycatp to submit to 
his judgment.* It is reasonable, therefore, to conclude that he knew nothing 
of his supremacy. 

While Polycarp was at Rome, he prevailed upon many who had embraced 
the heresy of Valentine, to abjure it; assuring them, that the doctrine taught 
by the Church, was the doctrine he had learned of the Apostles. This con- 
vineed them of their error, for they knew that Polycarp was the disciple of 
St. John.o 

During the Prelacy of Anicetus, Hegesippus, and St. Justin, came to Rome. 
The former wrote a book on the doctrine of the Church, which had been 
conveyed down from the Apostolical age to Anicetus, and which is still ob- 
served, he says, in all its original purity.p ‘The latter published a book 
against heresy, and suffered martyrdom for the faith, A. D. 167.¢ 

Anicetus continued in the see of Rome, about eleven years,r and then suf- 
fered martyrdom, under M. Aurelius, A. D. 168. _ 


XI. Sorer. 


Soter was a campanian of Fondi, and succeeded Anicetus, A. D. 168. He 
was eminently charitable to the distant Churches, and particularly to the 
christians who were condemned by the heathen to work in the mines.s_ _Dio- 
nysius, Bishop of Corinth, in a letter to Soter, expresses his thanks to the 

oman christians and their Bishop, for their pious liberality to the poor of 
Corinth.t This charitable disposition, so eminently displayed among the 
primitive christians, continued down to the days of Dionysius, Bishop of 
Alexandria, who, in a letter to Stephen, Bishop of Rome, about the year 254, 
_ states that, all Syria and Arabia experienced the good effects of the genero- 
sity of the christians at Rome.v And ata later date, Dionysius, Bishop of 
Rowe, being informed that many christians of Caesarea had been carried into 
captivity, sent considerable sums of money to ransom them, accompanied 
with a letter to the Church of Caesarea, which was read in St. Basil’s time. 
This Prelate obliged all the christians who were at Rome, to celebrate Easter 
ing to the custom of that Church; but this did not destroy his christian 
charity and love for the other Bishops, who celebrated it on a different day, 
for he continued to send the Eucharist to them in token of communion and 
peace; and this — was continued by the Bishops until it was sup- 
pressed by the 14th canon of the Council held in the fourth certury, at Lao- 
dicea.x Soter is supposed to have suffered martyrdom, A. D. 176, after hav- 
ing presided over the Church of Rome, for eight years. Some spurious wri- 
tings are ascribed to this Prelate. 


n Euseb. |. v. c. 24——— Iren. 1. iii, ¢. 3; et 1. i. c, 24-——p Euseb, I. iv. c. 11. 
Just. Apol. 2. p. 70.———r Euseb. 1. iv. c. 19.—~+s Ibid. c. 23.—— 

t Ibid. v Id. 1. vii. c. 6——u Basil. Ep. 220.————-w Euseb. 1. v. c. 20.——— 
x Consil. per Labb. tom. i. p. 160. 
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XI. Evevruenrivs. 

This Bishop was a Grecian of Nicopolis, and was elected to the see of 
Rome, A. D.176.y During the Episcopacy of Eleutherius, Florinus and 
Blastus, Presbyters of Rome, began to propagate their heresy, which the Bi- 
shop opposed with the greatest geal, Some excellent works were written on 
this oceasion, by Irenaeus, Bishop of Lyons. The first was against Florinus, 
and was entitled, Of Monarchy, or God is not the author of evil; and ano- 
ther called De Ogdoede, that is, Of the Right, meaning, probably, the eight 
Eons in the Valentinian heresy. Against Blastus he wrote a work under the 
title Of Schism.z 

Eleutherius governed the Church of Rome fifteen years, and suffered mar- 
tyrdom, A. D. 192, the last of the Emperor Commodus. Spurious writings 
and decrees are attributed to this Prelate. 


XII. Vieror L 


This Prelate was a native of Africa, and succeeded Eleutherius, A. D. 192. 
In his Episcopacy, a new heresy sprung up at Rome, by ‘Theodotus of By- 
zantium denying the divinity of our blessed Saviour.a It has been said,b 
that Victor at first favoured this heresy; but afterwards cut off the Theodo- 
tians from his communion. He is likewise said to have owned and approved 
the prophetic spirit of Montanus, and his two prophetesses, Prisca and Maxi- 
milla; but was afterwards prevailed upon by Praxeas to revoke the letters he 
had written in behalf of this sect.c In these cases it appears that, the cau- 
tion, at least, if not the infallibility of the Roman Bishop, was asleep. In the 
fifth year of his Episcopacy, the controversy about the celebration of Easter, 
between the Eastern and Western Bishops, was renewed with great warmth. 
Instead of following the pacific and christian course of Soter and Anicetus, 
Victor undertook to impose the Roman custom oe all whodiffered from 
him. In this arrogant assumption of authority, he was resisted by Poly- 
crates, Bishop of Ephesus, one of the most eminent men for learning and 
piety of his age, and highly venerated for regulating his life by the precepts 
of the Gospel.d This illustrious man refused to relinquish the practice of his 
Church, which had been introduced by St. John and St. Philip, and had been 
handed down by seyen Bishops of his own family. Victor determined upon 
coercive measures, and wrote to him a letter, in which he threatened to cut 
him off from his communion, unless he adopted the practice of the Roman’ 
Church. Polycrates assembled a Council of all the Bishops of Asia Minor, 
who unanimously determined, that the practice of this Church should not be , 
changed. When Victor was informed of this decision by a letter from Poly- 
crates, who told him his menaces were disregarded, he cut off the Asiatic 
Churches from his communion, and excommunicated their Bishops. He 
wrote to the ather Churches to follow his example; but instead of following 
his advice, they sharply rebuked him asa disturber of the peace of the 
Church.e Among the rest, Irenzeus, Bishop of Lyons, wrote to him, and ré- 
minded him of the moderation of his predecessors, and although he agreed 
with him on the question, yet he could never agree with him in cutting off 


y lren. |. iii, ¢.3.——2 Euseb. |.'v. c. 15:20. Mosheim’s Eccl. His. f. ¢. 6.#. 18. 
———a Epipk. Her. 54. c.1. Evuseb. |. v. c. 28.———4 _Ibid.——e Tertul. in Prax. 
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whole Churches for observing customs which they had derived from their an- 
cestors. By these means the storm subsided, and peace was restored to the 
Church.f 

It has been remarked, that Victor, in attempting to excommunicate the 
Asiatic Churches, only excommunicated his own from their communion; for 
these Churches continued to observe their own customs, withoutany regard 
to his resentment. This affords no evidence of the supremacy of the Bishop 
of Rome. He commanded, but none was found to obey him. 

Victor was martyred in the end of the year 201, having governed the 
Church of Rome ten years. St. Jerom states him to have been the first ec- 
clesiastical author who wrote in Latin.g He wrote a work on the contro- 
versy about Easter, and some others on religious subjects, which were ex- 
tant in Jerom’s time. Decretals, and some Ser works, are falsely ascribed 
to him. 


XIV. Zepnyrinus. 


This Prelate was a Roman by birth, and succeeded Victor, A. D. 201; he 
was scarcely seated in the Episcopal Chair, before a violent persecution arose 
against the christians, under the Emperor Severus. The Bishop of Rome, 
however, had the good fortune to escape, when the death of the Emperor re- 
stored peace to the Church. 

The Theodotian heretics continued to propagate their errors, although op- 
posed by Zephyrinus with great vigour and zeali And Praxeas, who had 
served the Church under Victor, now founded an heretical sect called Patro- 

sians, in consequence of their denying all distinction in the Godhead; as- 
serting the Father to be the same as the Son, and, taking upon him our na- 
ture, suffered upon the cross. 

In this Prelacy, the Church lost one of its ablest defenders by the Aposta- 
cy of Tertullian, who joined the Montanists; which is ascribed by St. Jerom 
to the ill usage he received from the Roman Clergy. 

This Prelate presided over the Church of Rome about 17 years, and suf- 
fered martyrdom in the first year of Heliogabalus, A. D. 218. 


XV. Cauurxrus I. 


This Bishop was a Roman, and succeeded to that See, A. D. 218. Dur- 
ing his Episcopacy the Church enjoyed profound peace ‘The Romanists, 
“however, assert, that many christians suffered martyrdom under Alexander 
Severus, among whom was the Bishop of Rome, A. D. 223. Whether this 
_ be so or not, it is certain that Callixtus filled this See but four years. ’ 


XVI. Ursanus [. 


On the martyrdom of Callixtus, Urban I. a Roman, was elected to that 
See, A. D. 223, and suffered martyrdom by decapitation, A. D. 230; or, as 
it is recorded by others, died in exile in the island of Sardinia. He sat in the 
Episcopal chair seven years. e 


XVII. Pontranvus. 
This Prelate was a Roman by birth, and succeeded to the Episcopate, 


Bower's Hist. of the Popes, I. 38, 39———-g¢ Hier. de vir. illust. c. 34. 40 ——— 
A, Hier. vir. illust. c. 63.————i7_ Tert. de Corona. 
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July 22, A. D. 230. In the second year of his omg ae Origen was ex- 
communicated by Demetrius, Bishop of Alexandria. e Bishops, general- 
ly, approved of the sentence; but the Bishop of Rome, to give the sentence 
greater weight, assembled his Clergy on that occasion.k Pontianus was ban- 
ished from Wonbe by the Emperor Maximinus, to Sardinia, where he died, or 
as others say, suffered martyrdom, Sept. 28, A. D. 235, having governed the 


Church five yeary 


XVIII. AnTervs. 


This Prelate was a Grecian by birth, and presided over the Church of 
Rome, one month and ten days, being martyred January 3, A. D. 236. At 
this time, the Emperor Maximinus carried on a cruel persecution against the 


Christians. 
A PARISH MINISTER 


k Ruf. im Hier. 1. ii. p. 225. 
-_—~—o 
FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 


Mr. Eprror, 1 
"The information, the excellent sense, the views of human nature, and 


the attachment to Christianity and the Episcopal Church, developed in the 
following extracts from Article XIV. of the Quarterly Review, No. 61, will 
render them acceptable to your readers. G. 


1. On the present state of Dissent in England. 


The Dissenters are more active, perhaps, than they were; but they are cer- 
tainly far less virulent. They do not fill their ranks upon the principle of 
hostility, but of indifference. A resemblance to the Church is rather affected 
than avoided. Their places of worship are no more called Meetings, but 
Chapels—their Ministers assume the title of “Reverend;” in some cases, 
both the liturgy and surplice are assumed. . . 

The principles, as well as the spirit of dissent, in the larger part of the body, 
are totally different from what they were of old. Of the three @enominations 
of Dissenters, a few, and but a few of the old Presbyterian congregations ex- 
ist, and maintain the Arian or Socinian Doctrines into which they denegerat- 
ed; still fewer, indeed scarcely any except the Scotch Churches in this coun- 
try, preserve their original Calvinism and rigid discipline. 

In allthe Countess of Huntingdon’s Chapels, where the Calvinistic disci- 
ples of Whitfield meet, a close approximation is made to the services of the 
Church of England; while an attempt to establish the Liturgy as the stand- 
ing service of the Wesleyans, at a conference in the*North, was rejected by 
no great majority. 

he principle of dissent is so relaxed, by that very accession of the Me- 
thodists, which has appeared t@ swell their body to such an alarming extent, 
that it can be no longer enforced upon the family with such severe and un- 
compromising rigidness; the children sometimes quietly revert to the esta- 
blishment, while the parents continue to attend the conventicle to which they 
have been accustomed. It is no longer an inveterate hereditary malady, but 
a transitory disorder, from the contagion of which the nearest relatives es- 
cape. The feud is not now handed down from sire to son, with all the che- 
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rished rancour of many géherations, born, nursed, and bred im acrimonious 
hostility, imbibing prejudice during the whole course of their education, and 
associating strietly with those of theit own party alone; but the falling off and 
desertion of the second generation, is not so much encambered with difficul- 
ties; as that of the new converts, who, of their own free will, have enrolled 
themselves in the list of contributors and members of the conventicle. On the 
one part, parental fondness, perhaps a lingering respect for the establishment 
in which they themselves were educated, and something of dissatisfaction 
with the system to which they all, as it were, too far pledged to retract, tem- 
per the regret; on the other, the fear of irritating stanch,supporters, and pro- 

bly the hope of eventual reconversion, make the secession a subject of re- 
monstrance less indignant, and lamentation less uncharitable. Thus, al- 
though the present actual seceders can scarcely be expected to return into the 
fold of the Church, considerable hope may be entertained, that a very favour- 
able alteration in the general sentiment may gradually take place, when a 
new generation shall spring up. ° ° ® ® 


2. On the Condition of the Clergy. 


But we must not disguise another cause of the progress of dissent in many 
large towns, the poverty of the benefices. With this we shall connect, as 
operating most strongly in the same manner, what we dare call the vulgar 

rejudice against the opulence of the Clergy. Their enormous wealth, and 
¢ implied conséquence of rapacity and venality, has been the theme of every 
demagogue, and of every sour and discontented pamphleteer, during all the 
recent struggle with financial embarrassment and excessive taxation. It is in 
vain to detect the grossness of exaggeration, which is as greedily swallowed 
as it is undauntedly asserted. But though there are some prizes, some situa- 
tions of great splendour and riches, we scruple not to assert on the other side, 
that as a profession, taken generally, none is worse paid. In order to esti- 
mate this point with justice, we must take into the account the great expen- 
diture of the clerical education, as well as the manner in which the clergy 
must live, to keep up their respectability, we may add, their usefulness. It 
is not fair to decide on the wealth ofthe individual by the items of his in- 
come. A ’iman in one station of life, is far richer with £500 per annum, 
than another with £1000. The manner in which the clergy mingle with the 
higher-and secondary orders of society, is of most inestimable advantage to 
the country, as tending more than any other influence, to maintain that res- 
pect for decency and morality, without which conversation would too fre- 
quently degenerate into license, and the manners receive an irreparable taint 
of depravity. On a general view, then, reckoning the cost of education, the 
situation they must maintain, the charities to which they must contribute, the 
families whieh, as so t@any from the soundest principles of morality marry 
early, they have to support; the books which, if of a studious turn, and in- 
clined to acquire a profound knowledge of theology, they must purchase, the 
rofession, at best, is far from lucrative; andgwhen years of ill-paid and la- 
ious service are deducted, approaches, in more instances than is;generally 
supposed, to the primitive poverty to which our political economists would 
reduce the Church. We speak it to the honour of the Dissenters, that their 
ministers, considering the sphere in which they move, the situation in life 
which they have to support, the original expense at which they or their [a- 
milies have been at to qualify them for their duties, (if, indeed, they have 
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thought any qualification necessary,) are maintained in decent and respect- 
able comfort. There are instances of large fortunes having been made, with 
the assistance probably of pious donations and bequests. 


3. On the necessity of a well-informed Clergy. 


It may be asserted, that the expensive university education is, by no 
means, necessary to form parochial ministers; and the theological knowledge 
and usefulness of the dissenting ministers, may be invidiously appealed to asa 
corroboration of the objection. But, in the first place, it is certain that all 
the more eminent of the old Dissenters were educated in the university—the 
Howes, the Owens, and the Baxters; and the succeeding generations—the 
Doddridges, Watts’, and Lardners, were educated by men trained in the same 
system, before its spirit, or its form, had become obsolete among them. ‘That 
almost all the early leaders of the Methodists partook of the same advantages 
is notorious, and Wesley himself is perpetually ascribing his own success to 
the sound logic which he imbibed at Oxford. At present, we have among 
the Dissenters men of eloquence, of great natural talents, cultivated with un- 
common industry; but nothing less than that complacent self-satisiaction, 
which identifies the knowledge of Calvinistic interpretations of Scripture, 
with the highest scholarship, and most profound divinity, would place these 
men in comparison with the Laurences, the Sumners, the Hebers, the Bloom- 
fields, and the Marshes, to quote merely a few names which adorn the esta- 
blishment. But the question is not, whether a few individuals may not tri- 
umph over the disadvantages of the want of the best education; but whether 
we can admit of any lower standard for the whole mass of the clergy, who 
are to maintain the character of this country for sober, rational, judicious 


theology. 
4. On the Charge of Illiberality. 


The Dissenter has the double advantage of keeping his adversaries under 
control by the impending charge of illiberality, while he is, in fact, self-eman- 
cipated from the same restraint. He exacts, with the utmost vehemence, that 
charity which he knows too well on what his own success depends, to ven- 
ture on exemplifying in himself. If a zealous churchman preaches or pub- 
lishes a warm harangue against that which he may conscientiously believe a 
grievous error, every epithet of intolerance, and of prejndice, is launched 
against him; nor does he usually find cordial support from his own brethren, 
whom he displeases by his vehemence, even if they strictly accord with his 
arguments. But, let the Dissenter or Methodist advance. the most serious 
charges of neglecting the souls of men, or ignorance of the religion which he 
preaches; the partial candour of the day, either admires the language as the 
7 wt of devout’ boldness, or at least excuses it as that of pardonable en- 
thusiasm. 


5. On the Sufferings of the Puritans. 


We scarcely know whether to state our next point.as a cause or a symptom 
of the progress of dissent, as it probably operates equally in both ways; we 
mean, the sort of reflected interest which the Dissenters derive from the suf- 
ferings of theirf orefathers. There is a strong disposition to consecrate the me- 


mory of all whe have suffered in the cause of religion, from the noblest mar- 
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tyr to the craziest fanatic. The great northern novelist has attracted public 
attention to those scenes of cruelty and fanaticism, but has, at the same time, 
given inexpiable offence, by the impartial justice with which he has pourtray- 
ed the times; by displaying the gallantry, as well as the cruelty of the court 
party, the folly and hypocrisy and hard-heartedness of the persecuted party, 
as well as their deep devotion, and holy fortitude. But the general tendency 
of the age is, to make heroes and martyrs of all the Puritans; to conside: 
their picty unquestionable, and unalloyed by baser motives; to consider all 
their errors palliated, if not sanctified by the holiness of their cause; nor will 
this tendency be diverted by the extraordinary eloquence and beauty with 
which Mr. Southey has recently attempted to enlist the better affections on 
the other side, in his description of the cruel murder and martyrlike resigna- 
tion of Laud. But, as every genuine member of the Church of England, has 
abandoned the doctrine of coercion in matters of religion, we all are inclined 
to judge that age in the spirit of the present. We forget that persecution was 
considered by all parties as a duty; that all were alike fierce, merciless and 
intolerant; that if on one side the star-chamber endeavoured to enforce uni- 
formity of opinion by harsh gnd sanguinary means; on the other, the slight- 
est suspicion of Arminianisin, the least difference on those inscrutable sub- 
jects, which Angels vainly desire to look into, attachment to the episcopacy 
by which they were ordained, and the liturgy which they loved, ensured to 
the faithful son of the Church of England, the severest proscription, ejection 
from his living, fine at the will of a despotic oligarchy, imprisonment with 
Hall, or contempt, hatred and penury, with those predecessors of the 2000 
ejected ministers,” who were at least as conscientious, and certainly much 
worse used. It isnow nota little curious, to observe the contest for the palm 
of having first dared to rebuke the sullen and oppressive spirit of intolerance, 
and to assert the yet unheard @fdoctrine of religious liberty. Whether this 
merit be due to John Owen the Calvinist, or John Goodwin the Armenian, 
or our own Apostolic Bishop, Jeremy Taylor, is now become a question as 
materially affecting the glory of each, as in their own time it exposed them 
to obloquy. 

But, allowing the severity of former laws against the Dissenters, and giving 
them credit for the fortitude with which they bore what we will not scruple 
to call oppression, nothing can be more absurd than the conclusion, that the 
present race of Dissenters are to receive the benefit of our sympathy, to be 
treated as oppressed sufferers, on account of the harshness with which their 
fathers, so many generations ago, were afilicted. Toleration, we thank God, 
in this country, is universal; it is virtually conceded, though some obsolete 
laws may remain, and practically enjoyed; nor can any thing be more ridicu- 
lous than the miserable grievances, which the secretary of what we believe, is 
called the Society for the Preservation of Religious Liberty, with his utmost 
activity and zeal for misrepresentation, provides for the edification of Lord 
Holland, at the annual dinner of that worshipful board. But, in the second 
place, unquestionably the lineal descendants of the three denominations, with 
the Quakers, iby much the smaller body, we apprehend, of the Dissenters,) 
are alone entitled to this inheritance of public interest, from the distresses ot 
their founders. The Methodists, whether Calvinistic or Wesleyan, have 
sprung up in the bosom of the most profound peace and perfect toleration; 
the law has taken them under its protection, and indeed peculiar privileges of 
exemption have been conceded to dissenting teachers. They have no perse- 
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cutions to boast beyond the tricks of mischievous boys, or the pelting of some 
uncleanly missiles. Indeed, in the lives of their founders, although occa- 
sionally a clergyman here and there might display a want of temper in thei: 
intercourse with the higher orders of the hierarchy, they themselves cannot 
but admit the uniform propriety and gentleness with which they were treated. 
We allude especially to Benson, Bishop of Gloucester, Gibson of London, 
and the Primate Potter, whom Wesley himself calls “a great and good man.” 
But it seems rather hard, that the clergy of the present day are to be taunted 
with the bigotries of their ancestors; to receive an entail of obloquy from the 
severities of Laud, and what is termed the unconpromising spirit of the Bi- 
shops at the Restoration, while we are to hear of nothing but the hardships, 
the losses, the penalties of Presbyterians, Independents and Baptists; not a 
word of their scurrilous provocations, their divine right of presbytery; their 
Venner and his fifth-monarchy men, and the levelling principles adopied 
from the followers of John of Leyden: we are to forget entirely, that even the 
peaceful and demure Quakers had their fanatics, who went regularly into the 
“steeple house,” to insult the minister; their crazy James Nayler, whom we 
see that the bard of that unimaginative race, Bernard Barton, has taken under 
his poetical patronage. In short, religious enthusiasm sanctifies every cause, 
justifies every measure, palliates every offence; is admitted as a plea in every 
case, excepting that enthusiasm which may animate the clergyman to the 
zealous defence of his own Apostolic Church, his own established institutions, 
his own character as a sincere Minister of the Gospel. 


7+ On the Religion of mere Feeling. 


We may indeed consider, in our more sober and temperate judgment, that 
the administration of strong and’excessive stignulants in religion, is almost as 
dangerous as in physic; they produce great immediate effects, unusual power 
and activity; but in both cases the appetite so increases, that it is afterwards 
in vain to prescribe moderation; the feverish and exalted tone is given to the 
constitution, which we must feed with stiil increasing excitements, or it will 
seek them for itself elsewhere. But this is not all:—what we principally ob- 
ject to in the system adopted by these excellent men, is the want of indepen- 
dence, the too great subordination of their own conduct to the judgment of 
others. They are not teachers, but condescend to be taught. The very 
strict line of demarcation which they draw between the religious aad the 
worldly part of the flock, needlessly irritates the latter, while it dangerously 
flatters the former. Accustomed to great deference for their opinions from 
one pastor, the “professing” part of the congregation will rigidly exact it 
from his successor, having been taught to listen not as learners, but as judges; 
having not their consciences, but their prejudices perpetually appealed to, 
they arrive at that state in which Mr. Newton’s congregation at Olney was 
found by Mr. Scott; and pass, by a rapid and easy transition, from having 
been praised and honoured as an “elect and peculiar people,” into that, for 
the prevalence of which Mr. Scott, an admirable judge, is our voucher, proud 
Antinomianism. 


8. On the Stability of the Episcopal Church. 


We have thus endeavoured, with perfect impartiality, to state some of the 
reasons which should exempt the clergy from that general impeachinent upon 
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their conduct, which is often deduced by their enemies from the progress of 
dissent. That our Church establishment is perfect, that it has not its evils 
and inconveniences, we should be the last to assert; but we do confidently 
affirm, that on the whole it is most admirably adapted to the circumstances 0: 
the country. It has produced, and will still, we trust, as long as the Univer- 
sities maintain their high character, produce men of all descriptions of talent, 
from the eloquent antagonists of infidelity in the field of letters, to the humble 
and contented village pastor—from the dignitaries always on the alert, like 
Horsley, to employ the comparative leisure which their advantages afford, 
to illustrate the Scripture, and defeat the encroachments of heresy; down to 
that character, which, we hope, still exists, though in circumstances more suit- 
ed to the times, the pious curate who “is passing rich on forty pounds a 
year.” 

That the interests of the Church are dear to the nation at large; that by 
the Dissenters themselves, it is considered absolutely necessary for the main- 
tenance of true religion in this country, we have no doubt whatever. A few 
sour fanatics, and a few cross-grained politicians, may look forward with bit- 
ter hope to its downfall, or with greedy anticipation to its plunder. We 
would safely rest its defence on its utility. As far as the preservation of or- 
thodox opinions, the gradual declension of the old Presbyterian congrega- 
tions from Calvinism to Arianism, from Arianism to Socinianism, and their 
consequent almost entire dissipation, are melancholy evidences, to show how 
precariously uniformity of doctrine can be maintained upon principles of dis- 
sent. Even the great name of Clarke led away few in the Church of En- 
gland into the heresy, which was the ruin of that sect, through instruments 
far less profound and learned. Inthe Church itself, differences of opinion 
will exist upon eertain high and mysterious points, which her articles at least 
have not ritidly defined; which*have equally embarrassed all philosophy, and 
all false religions; and which the sacred Seripture has, to all appearance, in- 
tentionally left unexplained. But the vital principle of dissent is disunion; 
difference of opinion is at a premium, cheerfully paid by those who are eager 
to be the leaders of a new sect; or to discover some new and compendious 
way of insulating them still more closely from the general body of Chris- 
tians and appearing or fancying themselves to possess some secret and eso- 
teric; point of belief, withholden from the many. 


9. On the Progress of the Gospel.” 

There is an impulse which, however it may hurry men’s minds away 
into blind fanaticism, and cause a waste of money upon vast objects of mis- 
directed charity, is working through a thousand channels for the general 

, not of England alone, but of Europe; not of Europe, byt the whole 
world. It has imperiously demanded and succeeded in establishing our 
Church on a solid foundation in the East and West indies. * * * Her 
cause is that of good sense and rational piety; her benefits are felt through 
the whole mass of society, from the highest to the lowest—the Church which 
has produced more learning than any in Europe, which is defaced by fewer 
blemishes, and adorned by as much true religion as any system of Christi- 
anity, since the days of the Apostles. 
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FAiscellaneous Entelligence. 


Convention of South-Carolina.—The 38th Annual Convention of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church in the Diocess of South-Carolina, was held on 
the 25th and 26th of January, 1826, in St. Michael’s Church, Charleston. 
Morning Prayers were read by the Rev. Mr. Fouker, Rector of Trinity 
Church, Columbia, and an appropriate Discourse delivered by the Rev. 
Henry Grisses, Rector of All Saints Parish, Waccamaw. There were 

resent the Right Rev. Dr. Bowen, 16 Presbyters, 3 Deacons, and De- 
legates from 27 Parishes and Churches. The Church in this Diocess con- 
sists of, the Bishop, 28 Presbyters, 8 Deacons, and 40 organized Congrega- 
tions. The Bishop is President of the Convention, ex officio, and the Rev. 
Dr. Datcno, was re-elected Secretary and ‘Treasurer. 

The following Gentlemen were appointed the Standing Committee for the 
ensuing year: 

The Rev. Curisropner E. Gapspen, D. D.; the Rev. Paut T. Ger- 
vais; the Rev. Freperick Dautcno, M. D.; the Rev. ALLston Gippes; 
the Rev. Cuaistran Hancxett; Davin ALEXANDER; KEATING SiMoNs; 
Rosert J. Turnsutt; THomas Lownpes; Samuet Wraaae. 

The following Gentlemen. were appointed Delegates to represent the 
Church in this Diocess, in the General Convention, to be held at Philadel- 
phia, on the first Tuesday of November next: 

The Rev. Curisropner E. Gapspen, D. D.; the Rev. ALLsTon GippeEs; 
the Rev. Writ1am Bartow; the Rev. Paut T. Gervais; WitiiaAmM Hey- 
warp; the Hon. Witutiam Drayton; Exias Horry; Francis M. Wes- 
TON. 

The General Theological Seminary being ‘a highly favourite object with 
this Diocess, received, at this Convention, the usual notice of its regard. The 
Subscriptions already obtained for the “Bishop Bowen Scholarship,” \eave 
no room to doubt of the accomplishment of that important object. As the 
Journal is not yet published, we can only lay before our readers, the follow- 
ing Address of the Bishop: 

My Brethren of the Clergy and of the Laity, 

Ir is my duty to lay before you, a statement of the transactions and 
occurrences of the Diocess, for the time intervening between the last and: 
your present meeting in Convention. Permit me now, to proceed to exe- 
cute this duty. 

The utmost extent, to which I have been enabled, consistently with my 
particular pastoral engagements, to carry the personal official attention, re- 
quired of me by the Canons, to the Churches of the Diocess, embraces the 
following particulars. St. Paul’s Parish, Stono, and St. Thomas’ Parish, 
were visited in March—Prince George Parish, Winyaw, All Saints, St. Da- 
vid’s, Cheraw, St. Mark’s, Clarendon, St. Mark’s, Williamsburg, Claremont 
Church, Stateburg, Trinity Church, Columbia, and the Chapel at Black 
Oak, in April; and ‘in December, St. Matthew’s Parish, and Pineville Cha- 
pel, St. Stephen’s. Grace Church, Sullivan’s Island, also was visited in July. 
Confirmation was administered in all these places, except St. Thomas’ Par- 
ish, Trinity Church, Columbia, and Grace Church. The whole number of 
persons confirmed in them, added to that of those to whom the same rite has 
been administered within the year, in St. Philip’s, St. Paul’s, and St. Mi- 
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chael’s Churches, and St. Stephen’s Chapel, in this city, being 189. Permit 
me, in passing, urgently to solicit the Clergy, that the utmost personal atten. 
tion, of which circumstances will possibly admit, may be given to the pre- 
paring, according not to the letter only, but the whole spirit of the 21st Ca- 
non, for every occasion of confirmation to be administered in their Churches, 
of which notice is duly received. Of its pre-eminent importance in the scale 
of pastoral obligation and usefulness, when duly attended to, no doubt can 
possibly be entertained. At Claremont Church, a station of our Ministry 
for many years made peculiarly interesting, by the pious liberality of its con- 

tion, and which had been unoccupied for two years, before its present 
Minister took the charge of it, it was gratifying to observe a considerably im- 
proved state of things—the numbers present at the offices administered in it, 
being greater than at any former period, and the rite of confirmation being 
submitted to, by many of various ages and conditions, in a manner, striking- 
ly evincing the efficacy in this important matter, of a more than ordinary 
pastoral diligence and care.* Zealous and judicious, and, I trust, successful 
exertions, although by no means unprecedented in the Diocess, have been 
used here, to make the lowliest of our population, partakers of the benefit of 
Christian ordinances. It is devoutly to be desired, that encouragement may 
be derived from such examples, to authorize and aid, the extension of this 
benevolence, beyond the too narrow limits within which, to many of our 
brethren, it has seemed expedient that it should be confined. It is my duty to 
declare my conviction of the Christian obligation, of the admission of this 
class of people, to Christian worship and instruction: and there is abundant 
record and experience of the fact, that the practical and intelligibly scrip- 
tural teaching, which, as subjects of the ministry of this Church, they musf 
receive, has a moral influence on their temper, habits, and whole character, 
which, in a civil point of view, is of the utmost importance. 

‘The ordinations held within the year, have been only one, in November, 
in St. Paul’s Church, Radcliffeborough, by which Mr. Charies P. Elliott, and 
Mr. F. H. Rutledge, Deacons, were admitted to Priests’ Orders; and another 
more recently in St. Philip’s Church, by which Mr. Edward Phillips, was 
admitted to the same order of the Ministry. Mr. Rutledge, has been serving 
the Churth on Sullivan’s Island—and has accepted the pastoral charge of 
Christ Church Parish. Mr. Elliott, is Rector of St. James’,Goose Creek; and 
Mr. Phillips continues to serve St. Stephen’s Chapel, a place of worship, 
as you have been before informed, provided, peculiarly, for the poor of our 
Communion who could not be otherwise accommodated, in the Aonourable 
and useful capacity of Domestic Missionary. Candidates for Holy Orders, 
registered within the year, are Mr. S. A. Cooper, who was transferred from 
the Eastern Diocess to this, Mr. Hood, received on the certificate of the 
Standing Committee of Georgia, and Mr. P. Trapier, of this city. The first 
named, has by an amiable compliance with advice given him to that effect, 
withdrawn his name from the list of candidates for Orders, (permission being 
given him to do so) with a view, to the prosecution of another calling, for 
which he possesses eminent qualifications; and the second, has received on 
his application for them, letters dimissory to the Diocess of Pennsylvania, 
whither he has removed. The number of candidates for Orders, at present 
belonging to the Diocess, is five. One, viz. Mr. W. P. Coffin, of St. Helena, 


* The same circumstances were noted in the preceding year as to the Church in 
Beaufort; but the mention of them at the Convention, was accidentally omitted. 
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of whom the fairest hopes had been entertained, has since the last Conven- 
tion, been removed by death. 

We owe grateful acknowledgment for the mercy, which has permitted us to 
come to the close of the year, with the number of our acting Clergy undimin- 
ished. It has pleased God to take out of this world, the Rev. R. S. Symmes; 
and the Rev. Charles B. Snowden, formerly Rector of St. Stephen’s Parish. 
Mr. Snowden had for several years, under the influence of considerations, 
which seemed to him good and sufficient, withdrawn himself from all active 
connection with the business of the Church, and with all things peculiar to 
the ministry—retaining, at the same time, in the estimation of those person- 
ally conversant with his character and habits—a deep sense of Christian 
truth as he had professed and taught it, and a fervent interest in the welfare 
and honour of the Church. -For our Theological Seminary, he indulged a 
lively concern; and contributed liberally to it, according to his ability. 

As none of our acting Clergy have been removed by death—so have none, 
within the year, asked for dismission, according to the mode provided by the 
Canons, from the Diocess. I have indirectly learned, that the Rey. Mr. E. 
Rutledge, has ceased to be a member of it, and become Minister of a Church 
in Connecticut. If this be so, I cannot but painfully regret the existence of 
any necessity, by reason of which, the Church is here deprived of the servi- 
ces of one, whom several considerations, of which you are sufficiently aware, 
without my stating them, combined to render it most peculiarly desirable, 
that we should retain among us. , 

Mr. P. 'T. Keith, who at our last meeting, was serving the Church at North 
Santee, has been appointed Assistant Minister of Prince George, Winyaw, 
and is now serving that Parish, in such capacity; and more recently, the Rev. 
Mr. Wilson has ceased to officiate as Minister of St. Paul’s Parish, Stono; re- 
gular official notice having been conveyed to me af the vacancy thus made/ 

By arrangements of the Society for the Advancement of Christianity, | 
have been enabled to engage the services of several of our younger Clergy, 
in a way which I trust has been as effective of the purpose of that excellent 
institution; the Advancement of Christianity in the State, on the principles 
of the Protestant Episcopal Church of the United States, as it has been hon- 
ourable to them. 

The Rev. Mr. Thomas, has acted as Missionary of this Society, at Fair- 
field and Greenville Court Houses. At the first mentioned place, a very few 
persons professing attachment to our Communion, gave generous evidence ot 
their solicitude for its settlement among them—and at the last, whither ma- 
ny families of our Church resort, from various places during the summer, the 
services of Mr. Thomas; have been attended with so much success, as to have 
led to the adoption of measures, for the erection of a suitable building for the 
uses of our peculiar worship. A lot having been given for the purpose, by 
Mr. M‘Bee, of North-Carolina; exertions were made to collect by subscrip- 
tion, at Greenville and in this city, the sun necessary for the accomplishment 
of this pious purpose, and it is understood that some individualjnhabitants 
of Greenville, have, as well by their liberal example, as personally active 
zeal, contributed much to put it forward. I have been informed, that the 
building isin progress, and will be so far advanced towards its completion by 
the spring, as to admit that Divine Service should then be held in it. I can- 
not forbear to recommend this excellent work, to the notice and encourage- 
ment of my brethren generally, of the Diocess—nor can I, in connection with 
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it, forbear to mention the claims, which the Society for the Advancement 0; 
Christianity in South-Carolina, in whose measures it originated, has to the 
respect and patronage of all friends of the Church, and of Society. Th: 
Best interests of both are, manifestly, from year to year, most happily serve; 
by its operations; and to be indifferent to any neglect of its demands, on the 
part of the members of our Church, were, on my part, a fault, for which, | 
should feel myself subject to your reasonable censure. 

The Rev. Mr. Neufville, has ulso served under the same arrangements o/ 
this Society; and has been endeavouring to bring up, from its long continued 
state of disorganization, the Parish of Prince William. A contract was made 
in the spring of the last year, to rebuild the once large and handsome Church 
in that Parish, known by the name of Sheldon Church, which unhappily fail- 
ed of execution, by the death of the principal workmen. The design has 
not, however, been abandoned; a new contract has recently been made, and 
we are not discouraged from hoping that Prince William’s Parish, will, by the 
exertions of the few zealous members of our communion, who inhabit it, be, 
ere long, happily replaced among the stations, from which the salvation of 
the Lord shall go forth as brightness. 

St. Matthew’s Parish and St. James’, Goose Creek, have both, within the 
year, received Ministers, who had been requested tg visit them as tempvrary 
Missionaries, to a stated connection with them; thé Rey, Mr, Motte, having 
by arrangements, implying the generous effort of a few, become the Minister 
of the first, with a happy prospect of usefulness; and the Rev. Mr. Elliott, of 
the other. Mr. Motte, by the continuance of his ministrations among the 
poe of the Parish, during the summer months, of which, a in 
uis case, happily admit, cannot but have opportunities of making them efli- 
eacious, which, otherwise, are too little enjoyed. To this continued exercise 
of ‘the pastoral duties of our Ministry, in the stations ef our Church in the 
country, too much importance cannot be made, in our estimation, to attach. 
The want of it, is unavoidably attended with a most serious interruption of 
the influence, however good, with which, in any case, the Ministry may be 
accompanied. ‘The opinion which I take occasion to express, is, that where- 
ever the people provide for their residence near their plantations, during the 
summer, in more healthy places, it is desirable that suitable provision be made 
for the residence of the Minister among them; and that wherever provision 
is so made, it is the duty of the Minister to avail himself of it. It has been 
gratifying to notice the successful attention given by Mr. Motte, to the means 
of diffusing useful knowledge and literature, among those composing his 
charge, in the institution of a Parish Library, into which he is with the libe- 
ral aid of the Parishioners, collecting books of variously useful information. 
Libraries of this description, embracing in a suitable proportion, provision 

‘for the encouragement of all to seek sound religious knowledge and intelli- 
gence, are found inother places similarly circumstanced, ip the Diocess; and, 
in all, may afford occasion of an honourably useful intellectual influence 
of the Mipistry. The Rev. Mr. Philip Gadsden, who has also within the 
year, acted as a temporary Missionary of the Society, at Williamsburg, has 
accepted an appointment, to serve the Church at North Santee, as its Min- 
ister. " 

I have finished the statement required—and will detain you further with 

but a few things which occur, as suitable on this occasion, to be mentioned. 

The subject presenting itself most immediately to my thoughts, next to our 
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peculiar Diocesan business, is that of our General Theological Seminary. To 
many of you, it is a subject of lively interest. I most earnestly wish that it 
were so, to every member of our Church. I am warranted in reporting to 
you, that it is progressively useful and honourable. . The following is the tes- 
timony of one of its best and most constant Lay-friends, conveyed in August 
last by letter; and it is well calculated to animate and encourage us to the 
most determined and unwearied adherence to an object already regarded 
among us with so much interest. “We have witnessed at the commence- 
ment of our Seminary, such evidence of the usefulness of the institution, in 
the exercises of the graduates, as could not but have excited the most gratify- 
ing emotions, in the bosom of every one who had lent a helping hand to its 
establishment, could he have been present at them. Yesterday the corner 
stone of our building was laid by the venerable Bishop White, in the ground 
given by Mr. Moore, and we have the confident hope, that in another year, 
we shall have a local habitation, as well as a name, to awaken the generous 
feelings of those who take any interest in the prosperity and conunanding res- 
pectability of our Church.” 

On the subject of Education, I must again beg you to be patient with me, 
while I again express the apprehension, unpopular as it may be, that the 
members of our Church are comparatively too little concerned, that their 
Children should not be alienated by influences growing out of it, from their 
own religious principles and habits. A bigoted tenacity as to the religious 
faith and worship of their fathers, is not that with which I would wish to see 
the minds of our youth imbued; but the rational and candid estimate, on 
which our own preference of our peculiar principles and modes rests, should 
certainly carry with it a concern, that the generations following us, should 
walk in the same old paths; and steadily pursue, by the same [ight of primi- 
tive Apostolic truth, which we have followed, the high interest of their moral 
nature. As yet we have not Colleges secured to us by charter, as places of 
education for our youth, under influences at least not adverse to our princi- 
ples, whose reputation vies with the older and mofe respectable institutions of 
learning, so early erected for the fortifying and perpetuating of peculiar reli- 
gious denominations; but awakening to an interest so vitally important—our 
brethren, in some of the Northern Diocesses, have effected a beginning, 
which we cannot but regard with a feeling of grateful anticipation. At the 
College of Geneva, in New-York, and at that of Hartford, in Connecticut, 
education may be expected to be conducted under auspices corresponding 
with our reasonable predilections; and as the literary reputation of these in- 
stitutions increases, Episcopalians of this State, who from any causes must 
have the education of their sons conducted at a greater distance from them, 
than at Colleges within it, where they are still within the sphere of domestic 
intercourse and influence, may be expected to avail themselves of their ad- 
vantages. They will, we may trust, be an asylum for the young of our 
Church, exposed to every possible variety of perversion, and tempted conti- 
nually to the rejection of all the claims of religion upon their understanding 
and affections, because it presents itself in every aspect, but that in which it 
had been early seen and loved; and whose impression it yet is scarcely al- 
lowed them, ostensibly to wear, without offence. 

Let me be permitted to avail myself of this occasion, to bring under your 
attention the subject of the religious periodical work, which it has seemed 
expedient to institute in this city. I have an increased conviction of the ne- 
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cessity of such a work well conducted, and such I believe the Gospel Mes- 
senger has been, to the interest of our Church. Sound and correct religious 
intelligence ought to be conveyed by us to our people, instead of abandoning 
them to the necessity of receiving, whatever, the reverse of that which must 
to us bear the character of sound and useful religious intelligence, other deno- 
minations may by their better supported works of this description, convey to 
their attention. Let me solicit for the Gospel Messenger your patronage; its 
publisher has found his expense in conducting it, not defrayed, and must aban- 
don it-at once, without other support than is at present pledged to it. 

My Brethren of the Clergy, in an affectionate sympathy with whom in al! 
their cares and difficulties, | cannot be supposed to be wanting, will permit 
me once more to express the solicitude I feel, that they should not be un- 
mindful of the obligation, of labouring that the rich and the poor may meet 
together in their Churches, ‘The humbler description of the white inhabit- 
ants of our Country Parishes, are yet in too few instances, members of our 
congregations. At the original settlement of these Parishes, they all were. | 
need not state to you why we should desire them still tobe so. To their 
spiritual interest, you cannot be indifferent. To the more obvious conside- 
rations demanding for them your pastoral care and attention, let me beg you 
to admit this in addition; that, as to them is often committed, so large an in- 
terest of humanity, as.the government and care, during a great part of the 
year, of the plantations, nothing can be to us, as Ministers of Christ’s reli- 
gion, more reasonably an object of concern, than that their characters may 
be formed upon its plan, and their temper and conduct ruled by its spirit. 
Proprietors will never apprehend, that their estates will be the worse super- 
intended for being committed to men professing themselves Christians, under 
the auspices of our Ministry; and the gratitude and blessing of all whom your 
duty in this respect may concern, may be expected to fill you with the com- 
fortable hope of a better reward, from him, with whom alone is the due esti- 
mate of the fidelity of your stewardship. Of the difficulties which obstruct 
to you the way of this species of duty, | am by no means unaware—I know 
their serious reality. Yet I am not prepared to admit, that they are such as 
should divert us from it, before zeal and energy, applied with due persever- 
ance to them, have proved them to be absolutely insurmountable. 

Of the Laity, let me once more entreat, that their attention to the interests 
of their Churches, may not be relaxed. The due support of their offices is, 
L know, in many places, attended with no little difficulty; but I know their 
value and importance, and am still persuaded, that no Christian mind can 
consent to their abandonment, without a deeply painful sense of the necessity, 
or a sense, as painful, of violated obligation. Of the liberality which in some 

laces is exercised for their maintenance, I feel that nothing which I could 
oe express, would be adequate or even acceptable commendation. Of the 
indifference to the same object, which is sometimes indulged, even where ex- 
ertion implying little or no expense, is all that is demanded, who of us can 
think withgut pain and sorrow? 

Brethren, the business of the house of the God of your fathers, and the offt- 
ces thereof, awaits you. That his spirit may be among you, and remain 
with you during its transaction, is my fervent prayer. 


NATHANIEL BOWEN. 
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Tue Sixteenth Anniversary of the Protestant Episcopal Society for the 
Advancement of Christianity in South-Carolina, was held in St. Philip’ S 
Choreh, on the 6th of January, 1826, being the Feast of the Epiphany. 
Prayers were read by the Rev. "ALL ston Gipses, and an appropriate Dis- 
course delivered by the Rev. Wm. H. Mircue.t, Rector of St. James’, San- 
tee. 

After Divine Service, the Society met to receive the Report of the Board 
of Trustees, for the past year; and then elected the following Officers and 
Trustees, for the year ensuing. 

Officers. 
(The Right Rev. Dr. Bowen, President, ex officio. ) 
KEATING SIMONS, Vice-President. 


Tuomas S. Grimke, Corresponding Secretary. 

James Jervey, Recording Secretary. 

Trustees. 

The Rev. Curisrorner E. Gapspen, D. D.; the Rev. Paut T. Ger- 
vars; the Rev. Frepertck Datcno, M.D.; the Rev. ALLston Grepes; the 
Rev. CuristiAN Hancxett; Henry Deas; Exvias Horry; Ponerr J. 
TurnsuLtt; Tuomas Lownpes; Tuomas W. Bacot; Samven Wraco: 
Joun S. CoGpELu. 

Elected by the Board of Trustees: 

DanteL Ravens, Treasurer. 

Esenezer THayer, Librarian. 


Book Committee. 
The Right Rev. Dr. Bowen, ex officio Chairman; the Rev. Dr. Datcno: 
the Rev. Mr. Grppes; Exvsas Horry; Tuomas S. Grimke. 
The Librarian, ex officio, Secretary. 


The following extracts are taken from the Report of the Trustees: 

“The Board would not too urgently press the interest of the Society upon 
the attention of their brethren; but they trust they will be considered to ex- 
press no more than a reasonable concern for it, when they state, that through 
a deficiency of annual collections, for which the pecuniary embarrassment of 
the times, will only partially account, their means of prosecuting objects, to 
which no member of the Church can consistently be indifferent, are brought 
within a compass too narrow to be reported with satisfaction. Bound sa- 
credly to reserve a portion of all the moneys they receive, as an accumulat- 
ing permanent fund, “the design of which,” as expressed when it was insti- 
tuted, “is to give perpetuity io the Society,” the means of active benevo- 
lence remaining in their hands, have become less than they have needed, to 
meet calls variously interesting, which have been made upon their attention. 
The whole amount of funds estimated at the beginning of the last year, to be 
at their disposal for its current expenditure, was no more than about $2050, 
a sum which considered with a reference to the objects, among which its ap- 
propriation was, according tothe claims on the Society to be distributed, 
cannot but appear very inconsiderable. The accession acquired by the Per- 
manent Fund, since January, 1825, has been about $1030. There has 
been no name "added to the list of the Society’s members, for life. To that 
of Annual Subscribers have been added 13. ‘The Board have heard of one 
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or two instances of recent donation to the Society, by bequest—but have yet 
received no authentic information, respecting either of them. 

“The Treasurer’s books and accounts, with all necessary documents relat- 
ing to them, are ready for the Society’s inspection on the table. It will ap- 
pear that there were due to the Society on the Ist of January, a very large 
amount of arrears. Measures the most likely in the estimation of the Board 
to be effectual without an offensive urgency, have been authorized for the re- 
covery of moneys remaining due, and for the more regular collection, than here- 
tofore, of the small sums which annually applied for, as they become payable, 
are easily obtained; but which, left to be enlarged by accumulating arrears, are 
paid with inconvenience, and therefore with a dislike of any continued rela- 
tion whatever to the Society. ‘To the Treasurer, the Board acknowledges 
its obligations for the utmost assiduity and pains in the performance of all du- 
ties proper to his important department, and the most judicious, vigilant and 
faithful attention to all the fiscal concerns of ‘the Society. Collections have 
been made, as usual, in aid of the Society’s funds, in St. Michael’s, St. Phi- 
lip’s, and St. Paul’s Churches in this city, in Trinity Church, Columbia, and 
in Grace Church, Sullivan’s Island. The Board know not why they are 
without the satisfaction of being enabled to state the same circumstance as to 
other Churches of the Diocess. 

“Under the impression, that Committees of the Society, or Societies institut- 
ed as auxiliary to it in different places of the Diocess, might probably con- 
duce to the advancement of its interest and the extension of its usefulness, 
the Board recently referred the subject to a select Committee of their num- 
ber to consider and report on it. Their report is herewith communicated, 
as matter proper to be brought before the Society for their consideration. 

“On the state of the Society’s Library, the Board report with satisfaction, 
that it is now so located as to be conveniently, and agreeably accessible, to all 
members of the Society; and that by donations and a few purchases, it has 
acquired, within the year, an accession of some valuable volumes. To Tro- 
mAs S. Gaimke, Esq. it has been, even more than usually indebted; and the 
Rev. Dr. Gapspen, has conveyed into it some interesting publications. 
Other donors of books have been, Mrs. E. A. CLarxson, Mrs. Koune, Rev. 
Mr. Apams, Rev. A. Gisnes, Rev. Dr. Datcuo, Rev. F. H. Ruriepee, 
W. A. Carson, Esq. Col. Tuomas D. Conny, C. Kersuaw, Esq. J. Bay, 
Esq. and Mr. E. Tuayer. The Board have thought it expedient, that the 
Rules which regulate the use of the Society’s Library, should be so modified, 
so as to admit all Life Members of the Society to the use of the books, ac- 
cording to the Rules of the Library, without charge. 

“Proceeding to the transactions of the year, the Trustees report the appro- 
priation of the funds, available for the principal and most important object of 
the institution, “the sending forth Missionaries to those places where there 
is ground for expectation, that their labour will be successful in preaching 
the truths and cultivating the virtues of the Gospel”—as follows, viz. to 
Christ Church, in aid of its means of supporting its Minister—to St. Mark’s 
Church, Clarendon, St. Paul’s Church, Pendleton, and St. David’s, Cheraw, 
for the same purpose—to the expenses of a Mission to Fairfield Court-House, 
afterwards transferred to Greenville Court-House—and to the expenses of 
occasional and temporary Missionary services, such as the President might 
engage. On the subject of this branch of their business, the Board have no- 
thing to communicate, but that which is encouraging to the continuance of 
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the good work, with increased solicitude and zeal. At Pendleton, which is 
« new station of our Church’s worship and teaching, made by the Society, 
within the last six years—a respectable and numerous congregation, conti- 
nues to be interestingly and faithfully served by the Rev. Mr. Dickinson. 

“The Mission instituted for Fairfield was not attended with all the effects 
contemplated. The Rev. Mr. Tuomas, who cheerfully entered on it, in 
compliance with the desire of the President—found two individuals* dispos- 
ed to promote very liberally, measures necessary to its object—and a few 
others willing according to their ability, to patronize and avail themselves of 
it. With so few in number, however, who could be expected at present, to 
enter into the purpose, as members by profession, of our Communion, he 
was discouraged from devoting to it, the whole time of his engagement, and 
requested permission to transfer the scene of his Missionary services to 
Greenville. The Board readily assented to his suggestion—and Mr. Txo- 
was became happily instrumental of organizing a congregation at that place, 
and inducing the adoption of measures for the building of a Church. This 
is undertaken under favourable auspices—a site for the building, which is to 
be of brick, 55 feet long, 30 feet wide, and 18 in height, having been given 
by Mr. Tuomas M‘Ber, of North-Carolina. 

““Cheraw, but recently made a station of our Church, after the lapse of 
many years, continues to be very satisfactorily served by the Rev. Mr. 
HaTHaway, as a Missionary of the Society.? 

“The Rev. Mr. Exxtiort, the Rev. Mr. Nevrvitie, the Rev. Mr. Purure 
Gapspen, and the Rev. Mr. Morre, have been variously employed, under 
arrangements, which enabled the Bishop of the Diocess to engage their ser- 
vices in the Missionary capacity—and there is good reason to estimate fa- 
vourably the effects of their limited engagement. ‘The last named has be- 
come the stated Minister of St. Matthew’s Parish, whither he had gone on a 
temporary Missionary visit; and there is a happy prospect of his usefulness 
in that character; the same spirit of generous enterprize which has on other 
occasions actuated the proceedings of that Parish, being now in operation, 
with a view to the effectual support of its offices. The Rev. Mr. Exniorr, 
having served near the city, has become Rector of St. James’, Goose Creek. 
The Rev. Mr. Neurvitxe, is still honourably endeavouring to restore from 
its long disorganized state, the respectable Parish of Prince William—a con- 
tract being already made for the rebuilding of Sheldon Church—and the 
Rev. Mr. Pattie Gapspen, has performed services in St. Mark’s, Williams- 
burg, whose effects were agreeably witnessed by the Bishop of the Diocess, 
on his visit thither in April last. The Board have in prospect the continued, 
and, if possible, more extensive Missionary engagement of Ministers; and 
are animated by the effect hitherto produced, to hope to make the Society 
more and more the honoured instrument of diffusing the best principles of 
human happiness and virtue. 

“The following, is the statement the Board have to make of what has been 
done within the year, as to the distribution of Books and Tracts. Of copies 
of the Book of Common Prayer, they have distributed 23; of the Bible, 10; 


oi,» Messrs. Crank and Pearson, each of whom subscribed $300, towards the build- 
mg of a Church; and the first named of whom proposed also to give a site for the 
purpose. 

t It is understood that Col. Hersey is preparing to erect near the Church, a house 
for the residence of the Minister. 
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of Bishop Andrew’s Devotions, 11; of Bishop Gibson’s Serious Advice to 
persons who have been sick, 11; 12 of Hints on Public Worship, or the 
Churchman instructed in the use of the Common Prayer; 17 of An Address 
to Christians, recommending the distribution of Tracts; 13 of Bishop Bow. 
en’s Sermon and Address on Confirmation; 36 of A Catechism on Confir- 
mation; 2 of Dalcho on the Divinity of Christ; 13 of Steuart’s Letters to 
Channing; 28 of A Serious Exhortation to a decent and devout behaviour 
in Church; 20 of Archbishop Synge’s Answer to all the excuses and pre- 
tences for not coming to the Holy Communion; 22 of Grosvenor’s Mourner, 
or the Afflicted Relieved; 2 of Dalcho on the Evidence from Prophecy for 
the truth of Christianity; 2 of Practical Considerations; 94 of An Easy and 
Familiar Guide to the Understanding of the Church Catechism; 11 of The 
Familiar Exposition of the Church Catechism.* 

“Of the Prayer Books purchased in 1825, forty-six have been sold, and the 
account of sales duly rendered and settled with the Board. Thirty-six co- 
pies of The Easy and Familiar Guide to the better Understanding of the 
Church Catechism, have been disposed of and accounted for. 

“There is nothing further on the minutes of the Board’s proceedings for 
the year, which itis necessary to lay before you, except the following. Ata 
meeting held in February, a committee of their number, was appointed ‘to 
inquire what property there may be, in the different Parishes, to which the 
E:piscopal Church is entitled, which may not be in the possession of the 
Church, and to confer with such committee as may be appointed by the Con- 
vention, for that purpose.’t 

“Under the sincere persuasion of the’very high importance of the continued 
publication in the Diocess, of a periodical work of intelligence, religious and 
ecclesiastical; the Board felt it to be perfectly in accordance with the duties 
with which they are charged, to extend their patronage to The Gospel Mes- 
senger—but have confined their appropriation for the purchase of copies to 
be distributed, to small limits, consistent with the paramount claims of Mis- 
sionary objects.” 


* The whole number of Books and Tracts distributed by the Society since its for- 
mation, is 14,175. 
t A similar Committee has been appointed by the Convention.—Ed. 


Young Men’s Missionary Society. ‘The Anniversary of the “Protestant 
Episcopal Missionary Society in Charleston, South-Carolina, composed of 
Young Men and others,” was held in St. Michael’s Church, January 31st, 

1826. Evening Prayer was read by the Rev. Mr. Tavton, Minister of St. 
John’s Parish, Colleton; and an interesting and impressive Discourse deliv- 
ed by Tuomas 8S. Grimxe, Esq. showing the duty incumbent upon Chris- 
tians, generally, to support Missionary institutions; and urging, particularly, 
upon the consideration of our own Members, the proper claims upon their 
Perne Repo of those Societies, which exist in the bosom of our own Church. 

rt of the Standing Committee of the Society not being yet pub- 
lished, we are unable to give an abstract of their proceedings. The follow- 
ing Officers were elected for the ensuing year: 

(The Right Rev. Narnantet Bowen, D. D. President ex officio.) 

oun W. Mircue., Treasurer. 


Esenezer Tuayer, Corresponding Secretary. 
Wiiuram G. Denny, Recording Secretary. 

















Obituary. 


Tae following would have been inserted sooner, but it was accidentally mislaid. 


OBITUARY. 


When the friend whom we valued, or the relative we loved, is torn from our view 
by the inexorable hand of death, how insupportable would be the burden of bereave- 
ment, if it were not for the consolations of that religion which teaches us, that this 
world is a mere state of preparation for another and a better life! Itis the lamp of 
faith, alone, which can illumine the dreary chasm which separates evanescent exist- 
ence from immortality, and reconciles man to the grave; which suggests to the agon- 
ized mind, that death cannot separate friends for ever. 

These reflections were suggested by the melancholy death of CuristopnHer Ruopes 
Greene, Esq. of this city, who died of country fever, in St. Stephen's Parish, Nov. 
6th, 1825. He was born Sept. 19th, 1786, in Warwick county, Rhode-Island, and 
was descended from a highly respectable family. His grandfather, Co!. Greene, (first 
cousin to Gen. Nathaniel Greene,) distinguished himself at the battle of Red Bank, 
and was complimented by Congress with an elegant sword, as a mark of respect for 
his gallantry. From such ancestors, and with such bright examples before him, he 
pursued ‘the even tenor of his course,’ honourably and usefully,—respected and be- 
loved by his acquaintance and friends. With powers of mind rather strong than shin- 
ing, he possessed a suavity of temper which fitted him alike for the calm pursuits of 
literature, and the sweet intercourse of friendship and affection. So entirely did he 
disregard self, when the fears or feelings of others were concerned, that when seized 
with the disease of which he died, he declined sending immediately for medical assist- 
ance, lest he should alarm and distress his family in the city, and they remained igno- 
rant of his danger until the finaiscene had closed. But he is now gone to his everlasting 
rest, full of peace and joy in the Holy Ghost. This brief sketch is rather intended as 
a record of the loss sustained by the death of so amiable a man, than to blazon the 
character of so dutiful a son, and so fond ahusband. They who best knew him, and 
are now deprived of his protection, know the virtues of their departed friend, better 
than pen can describe. To depict their anguish is not our intention. Their loss no 
eulogium can supply. But the passing tribute of a friend may well be paid to one, 
cut off in the prime of life, and in the midst of his usefulness. Alas! what are the 
hopes, what the basis of human happiness, if they be not found in the religion of the 
cross! ‘ 

The following extract from the papers of Mr. G. will show how deeply his mind 
was impressed* with the beauties and holiness of the Christian religion: “But the ken 
of the Christian is not bounded by the dark valley of the shadow of death. The day- 
spring from on high imparts light and joy to scenes beyond it. Futurity is illumined 
by the eternal radiance of the Almighty; and the faithful disciple of Christ, resting 
on the “Rock of Ages,” in his affections and hopes, embraces eternity. The chris- 
tian, therefore, contemplates the grave as a relief from sufferings incident to humani- 
ty—as despoiled of its victory and its victim. He views the tomb as the portal of 
heaven, when death becomes life, and life immortality —the tomb, where frailty is de- 
posited, that fulness of joy may begin—the tomb, bright with Immanvet’s love— 
brighter with his triumphs:—in fine, the tomb, giving “earth to earth,” and heaven to 
holiness. These soothing considerations of the christian, soften, in the heart of the 
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pious, the anguish of separation when he weeps over the relics of his friend, and eve, 
sighs to repose with him in the grave, that he may become his associate in glory.” 
M 


Diep, on the 2d instant, Mrs. Saran D. Gervais, consort of the Rev. Paul T. Ger. 
vais, of St. John’s, Colleton. We would bestow no undue encomium in our obituary 
upon the dead, and in this instance would anxiously avoid the use of any language. 
which, resembling the careless and indiscriminate praise with which the notices of 
deaths are commonly accompanied, could be no acceptable tribate to sorrows in which 
we feel ourselves called upon with deep and affectionate sympathy to partake. It sa- 
tisfies our sense of the claim which this melancholy occasion has on us, to say, that 
the meek und quiet spirit, which is in the sight of God himself so estimable, caused this 
lamented lady to be no common ornament of her profession as a member of the 
Church of Christ, as well as the honoured instrument of happiness to all to whom the 
ties of life had bound her. Under the influence of this, as « Christian principle of life 
and character, she uniformly appeared in all the relations which Providence gave her 
to sustain; and by the union with it, of a sound and cultivated judgment, became the 
object of respect and esteem to all whom her sphere of intercourse embraced. It is 
believed that few have been known among us more unexceptionably entitled to the 
praise of christian excellence; and seldom has the call of death removed from among 
us, one more deservedly lamented. Her sudden summons from life, in the midst of 
the best happiness of which it admits, has occasioned sorrow, which, however subject 
to the control of the christian's faith, is reasonably great; and her memory will long 
occupy with its strong impression, the hearts of an affectionate family and her nume- 
rous friends. Although the manner of her death, precluded any possible expression of 
feelings proper to this last trial of the soul; yet the consolation of those who mouru 
her, is that no surprise of death could find one so constant, so diligent and fervent in 
his service, unprepared to meet her God. 





Diep, in Baltimore, on the 25th December, 1825, the Rev. Grorer B. Scnarrrer, 
Rector of St. Margaret's, Westminster, Anne Arundel County, Maryland. 


~~ 


EPISCOPAL ACTS. 





On Wednesday, January 4th, 1826, 
in St. Mark’s Church, New-York, Mr 
ORDINATIONS. John A. Stone was admitted to the Ho- 
By the Right Rev. Dr. Bowen, Bishop of ly Order of Deacons. 
the Protestant Episcopal Church in the 


Diocess of South-Carolina. On Friday, > 

January 27, 1826, in St. Philip’s 

Church, Charleston, the Rev. Mellish J. CALENDAR FOR FEB. 1826 
Motte, Deacon, was admitted to the 

Holy Order of Priests. 5. Quinquagesima Sunday. 


By the Right Rev. Dr. Hobart, Bishop of — 8. Ash-Wednesday. 
the Protestant Episcopal Church in New- 12. The first Sunday in Lent. 
York. On Friday, December 23, 1825, 15. 
in St. John’s Chapel, New-York, Messrs. 17. > Ember Days. 
John M‘Carty, and Joshua L. Harrison, 18. 
were admitted to the Holy Order of 19. The second Sunday in Lent 
Deacons. 26. The third Sunday in Lent. 


